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SITE PREPARATION BEGINS FOR NEW CENTER

During the month of January,
2010, Phase b Site Preparation
AACAI
servation Center. This work will
include excavation, trenching,
earthwork, sanitary sewerage, gas
distribution, storm drainage, wa-
ter distribution, and concrete
pavements.

The District was fortunate enough
to retain their Capital Outlay, of
which provided the funding for
these preliminary construction
steps. This site preparation is be-
ing performed by Padilla Indus-
tries of Santa Fe.

This multi-purpose Leed Certifie
OCOAAT &
positive example for future green
governmental buildings. The com-
plex will include an Education
Center, providing the District the
opportunity to schedule tutorials,
workshops and seminars on topics
ranging from employment funda-
mentals, to energy conservation,
fire safety, and watershed health.
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CONTRACTOR

Another successful Contractor
Training was held in Mountain-

air on January 27th. This work-

shop, focusing on tree trimming

#

Inside this issue:

Noxious Weed Alert: Musk Thistle
Your Carbon Footprint

Is My Soil Alkaline or Acidic?
OHope on the
Fnernv Cnncpr\/nﬁnn
CPSWCD Board Elections
Water Conservation Tips
Green Infrastructure

Rangeo

O U AR WWNDN

techniques, chainsaw safety, andSeed Specials 1

requirements for defensible
space and hazardous fuels re-
duction, was sponsored by the
ClaunchPinto, East Torrance,
and Edgewood Soil and Water
Conservation Districts. This
training is mandatory for con-
tractors working on District pro-

d Jects and landowners applying

ABGET AET dor Ristrictgrpiecty Ifyquare

Interested in participating in the
37#%$60
please request an application

For a limited time, the District is
giving away mini-ollas with any
purchases totaling $20 or more of
grass or flower seeds .

Seeding right after or just before
a heavy snow is a great way to get
seeds ready to sprout in spring.
Prepare the area you plan on
seeding by tilling or turning the
soil. Right before, during or after
Dshdvs, Apread seeds as di-
rected.

#1 OO0 3 ElAdprhg, haké ure foli Wekter

your seeds at least seven to ten

from the Conservation District in consecutive days to increase
your area and plan on attending SProuting activity.

the next Contractor Training

Workshop, which will be sched-

uled later this year. For any
guestions, please call the
ClaunchPinto SWCD at (505)
847-2243.
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Currently, Grama Grass, Buffalo
Grass, and Mountain Flower Seed
Mix, are available. Specific seed-
ing information sheets are pro-
vided with your seed purchase.
Anyone with a rain check

from the Annual Meeting

I Hfeeammiagllapteae stab r o 1

In to pick-up your mini-
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NOXIOUS WEED ALERT: MUSK THISTLE

Correct identification, the first step In the second year, the plants will name, nodding thistle) and each
in weed control, is critical when it  send up erect stems that have  flower may produce 1,500
comes to thistles because of the 18 more deeply cut leaves . Where seeds. Musk thistle plants die
species of thistles known to grow inthe leaves join the stem, exten- after seed dispersal.

New Mexico 13 are native species, sions of the leaves grow down-  pjaase be on the lookout for this
two of which are on the endan- xAOA AOAAOEIT Cc O Po';iéuywegdxaﬁd|re$6?t%ny| I
gered species list and therefore  the stem. sightings directly to the

protected. This article focuses on sk thistle can be recognized byCPSWCD office by calling 565
musk thistle, Carduus nutans, its distinctive leaves, butitis ~ 847-2243. We will be happy to
probably the most common of New s easily identified by the flow- work with you to eliminate

- A g EAI D O_naﬁls'ie tise ! 1 drs which occur individually at ~ musk thistle from your prop-
species officially listed as a noxiousina end of the upright stems in  erty.

weed in our District. Musk thistle  j,ne & July. By then, the plants
is a biennial and spreads only by may be 7 feet tall, and the top
seed. When a seed germinates it portion of the flower-bearing
develops into a rosette (a clump of gtoms will be leafless. The large
leaves arising from the same grow- pink-purple flowers resemble
ing point at the root crown). The powder puffs with diameters up
thick dark green leaves have a {5 3jnches. Underneath each
waxy covering that give them a  qoer is a cluster of greenish
leathery feel and have a relatively purple leaflike structures resem-
wide light green midvein. The this- bling a pine cone. The flowers
tles leaf edges have shallow lobes ;o14 to bend 90 degrees as they

tipped with spines and survive over oture (hence its other common
winter in this rosette stage.

a Your Carbon Footprint

A carbon footprint is the measure Many of your actions generate car-There are many ways to reduce
of the amount of carbon dioxide- bon emissions, which contribute  your Carbon footprint...

the major man-made global to accelerating global warming
warming greenhouse gas-that  and climate change. This is called
goes into the atmosphere in your your carbon footprint an indica-  Replace any incandescent light
every day life. Almost everythingtion of the effect you have on the bulbs with Compact Fluorescent

Wash clothes with cold water.

you do affects it. The carbon foot<climate in terms of the total ,ECEO "O1 A0 j#&, 6¢C

print is also a subset of the eco- amount of greenhouse gases you
logical footprint (a measure of produce (measured in carbon di-

human demand on the Earth's  oxide). The first step to taking ef- Consider purchasing a Hybrid
ecosystems). fective action is to reduce your vehicle, or more fuel efficient

Turn lights off when not in use.

be offset through planting a tree or

donating trees to plant with PATT T0 calculate your carbon foot
(www.plant -a-tree-today.org), print visit:

thereby minimizing your personal www.carbonfootprint.com
impact on the climate
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Is My Solil Alkaline Or Acidic?

What Is pH? can purchase from any gardeningwe don't get a lot of rain, there-
pH is the measurement of alkalin-Store. If a plant is getting to much fore we have higher alkaline soils.

ity in the soil. A pH scale shows if &lkalinity the plant will begin to
your soil is alkaline or acidic. The tUrn yellow but the plant veins

scale is numbered from one to  Will stay green. Sulfur can be
fourteen. Your soil is considered used to lower the alkaline level in

acidic if it is less than seven, If it SCil- Mulch is also helpful to lower
the alkalinity in soil. The types of
mulch that can be used are
kitchen scraps and manure. Add-

. _ ing the mineral lime to your soil
Alkalinity in your soil can be both i make the soil have a higher
helpful and harmful to your alkaline level.

plants depending on what type of
plants you are trying to grow.

is at seven it is neutral and if it is
higher than seven the soil is con-
sidered alkaline.

At the web site This
Some plants need rich alkaline WWw.garden.org/caculators

soil to grow and others need a  YOU can figure out how much

more acidic soil. Plants that need lIme. sulfur, fertilizer, and mulc
to live in alkaline soil or soil with YOU need by putting in your exist-

a higher pH level include most N9 PH, soil type, and garden size

vegetable plants. Plants that need(Sd: ft). Also it can calculate how
a more acidic soil or soil witha ~ Many pounds of actual nitrogen is

lower pH level include flowering N Your bag of fertilizer.

plants and berry plants. GenerallyThe pH level in the soil is very im-
plants grow better at a neutral pH portant. It can affect the avail-
level. The ways you can check  ability of the nutrients in the soil,
your soil is by sending a sample and encourage diseases to thrive ellow. . . . .. . T
of the soil into any gardeningcen-l | Ol EI OEAOO0O X\ EOEAO OI 1 Al EAI EI
ter and have them test it for you or acidic. In areas that get a lot of The plant above has lived in

or by getting your own inexpen-  rain, the soil tends to be more  acidic soil when it should have

sive testing kit that you acidic whereas in our region, been in a more neutral soil.

(HopeOnTheRangé $6$ .1 x | OA

The September/October issue of the GLCI (Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative) News, mentions the
newreleaseofad ET OOA $ éHpe hEh@ Rahde8 O 4EEO $63% EAO AAAT OA
better tell the story of the role of livestock grazing on western public rangelands and emphasize a collec-
tive hope for a future of sustained rangeland health and enjoyment. Produced by the Society for Range-

1 AT A - AT AcAi AT O6h ET PAOOT AOOEEDP xEOE OEA 5838 $A
ment, the organizers say this short film is intended to foster broader awareness of the many public

AAT AEEOO AAOEOAA &EOI I OEA OAODPI 1T OEAT A OOAHépe A Al
on the Rangerzideo may be viewed at the following website:
www.rangelands.org/videos/video_hopeontherange.shtml Sponsors of the program invite and en-
courage viewer comments. Viewer comments may be submitted to: Linda Coadarkle, BLM Liaison

to the Society for Range Management at Icmarkle@rangelands.org or by phone at-3&8-3309

ANSWER THIS QUIZ QUESTION FOR A FREE MINI-OLLA: What year was the first Nobel Peace Prize
awarded? The first person to call us with the correct answer will win a mirolla (505)847-2243
[ |
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This part of the leaf is green.

h The plant above has lived in high
alkaline soil.

This plant has turned completely




ENERGY CONSERVATION & BOARD ELECTIONS

U.S. Small Wind Small and Community
Market Grows Wind? Resources and

The U.S. market for small wind turbines those Refe Frences
with capacities of 100 kW and under grew 78

percent in 2008, with an additional 17.3 MW of
installed capacity. This growth is largely being
attributed to increased equity investment that ~ Small Wind Success Stories

allowed manufacturing volumes to increase, but www.awea.org/smallwind/success_stories.html

also by rising residential electricity prices and a Small Wind Electric Systems! 5838 #1711 00i
heightened public awareness of small wind tech- g ide

nology agd its a;;[ltrlkr)]utlfefr.] ThlebU.ls. col(rlt![nuhes to SAOAI I PAA AU OEA 5838 $ADA
command roughly hait the global market shareé 4,51 Renewable Energy Laboratory to help consum-

and is home to onethird of the 219 identified  gorg \yalk through the process of evaluating and in-
worldwide manufacturers. Small wind is still in a sta|ling a small wind turbine.

face with the SO_If"" ‘phOtAo_ \{Olfa'c industry toward www.nrel.gov/docs/fy070sti/42005.pdf
OCOEA -pricepEr®ildwatt hour on par with _

conventional forms of electricity> and now both Database of State Incentives for Renewable Energy

industries enjoy nearly identical federal incen-  Online database compiled by the Interstate
tives for a more level playing field. Renewable Energy Council

www.dsireusa.org

Upcoming District Energy Numbers
BOard EleCtionS The U.S. Interior Department has launched Initia-

tives to speed the development of solar energy on
The positions to be filled are position #1 cur- xAOOAOT 1 A1 AOS 4EAOA OOI i
rently being filled by William Caster, position #2 cated in Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New
currently being filled by Felipe Lovato, Jr. and po-Mexico, and Utah encompass about 670,000acres.
sition #5 currently being filled by LeRoy Cande- The U.S. Department of Energy is offering $52.5 mil-
laria. Declarations of candidacy must be filed in lion for research, development, and demonstration of
concentrating solar power systems that provide low
cost electrical power both day and night.
- . Global clean energy investments reached $24.3 bil-
Hardware Building, 121 W. Broadway, Suite 108’Iion in the second%{Jarter of 2009, up 83% relative

Mountainair on Tuesday, March 16, 2010 be- {4 the first quarter, according to New Energy Fi-
tween the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Writehance.

in candidates must file declarations of candidacy (Information on this page taken from the Septem-

on March 16, 2010 between tr_ue hours.of 8:00  per/October 2009 Issue of enerG Alternative Sources
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. For more information, contacfagazine)

ClaunchPinto SWCD at 50847-2243.

Wind and general alternative energy information
www.alternerG.com

person at the ClaunckPinto Soil and Water Con-
servation District office, located in the Gustin
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THE EPA SHARES WATER CONSERVATION TIPS
%l OEOT 11 AT OAl OAODIT 1 OE AviaKe i &full logdO Tha dvaraye Wakhkng rGachind Z
sponsibility. Today, instead of having only 17 thou-uses over forty gallons per load. If you buy a new
sand EPA employees to protect the environment, washer, shop for a higkefficiency washer that
we now have over 300 million Americans as envi- needs less than twentyeight gallons of water per
ronmental partners making environmentally pro- load. To achieve even greater savings wash only
tective choices. By equipping this growing army of full loads of laundry or be sure you choose the ap-
environmental stewards with the tools they need propriate load size on the washing machine. If you
Of T AAO OI AAUusO AEAIT 1T AlThavk épace id #ohr lakhdry ared,nstall A laddy C
America shift into a green culture. OOA 1T 0 OO01I T b OET Baviagsink U A

.. (see diagrams below) you can return water for a

Use Water Eff|C|ent|y second wash cycle and cut your water usage in

ke it a full load! | dishwash halfI We can all become environmental stewards
Make it a full load! Only run your dishwasher |nc rporating these water saving tips into our

x E AI - E ,OAG N .’.ﬁ.ﬁsb d,jmes’ 1ésts Shovh utlnes and Water-r lated purc ases. .
pre-OET OET ¢ AT AO1 860 EIDOIO AEOEX AOEAC %AIEIQh
AT A UT 0611 OAOA AO i OAt _ﬁf~_~fo©
per load. When you buy a new dishwasher, look I "-'-—-——---_,.__
for one that saves water. Wateefficient models [ i BT
use only about four gallons per wash.

Be sensible! The Earth might seem like it has abu
dant water, but in fact only one percent of all water
on the planet is available for humans. Buy fixtures
and products that are water efficient you can use
less water to get the same job done just as well.
When you go shopping, look for the WaterSense
label to find water efficient products.

Ovetflow Pipe

Shower power! A full bathtub requires about sev-
enty gallons of water, but taking a fiveminute
shower saves water by using only ten to twenty
five gallons. Put a little timer or clock near your
shower so you can see how fast you are. Save ev
more water, and money on your water bill, by in-

Suds-Saving

Return for second
wash cycle

Inlet for used

stalling a water-efficient showerhead (or ask your ™ ” R
landlord to install one if you rent).
$1 160 AAixthat Igald Edaky faucets can Uz

waste thousands of gallons of water each year. Re=IX THOSE LEAKS ']

BAEO | hO Of Dk' ﬁAkAh FTA T Ob A0l diFom a BRAQRLA M ste up 6509 T ©
?Ot surz y(f)tu ave ahea c e(; the water meter egallons of water daily, which is enough water to
or_e and after a twohour period when no water is run a dishwasher twice on full cycle.

being used. If the meter does not read exactly the

same, you probably have a leak. For additional water saving tips go to:
www.wateruseitwisely.com/100-ways-to-conserve
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MOUNTAINAIR, NM

Claunch-Pinto Soil & Water

. 3 . PERMIT NO. 7
Conservation District

P.O. Box 129
121 West Broadway, Suite 108
Mountainair, NM 87036

Phone: 505847-2243

Ea’i;l: E_'>|05847-0615 RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
-iViall:

Dierdre.Tarr@nm.nacdnet.net

BOX HOLDER
MOUNTAINAIR, NM 87036

Wedre on t hie

www.claunchpinto.org

#1171 OOEAOOEI ¢ xOEOAOO ET OEEO i110EB0 1Ax0OZ
letter: Lesley Kingston, Franchesca Lucero,

Jerry Melaragno and Gabriel Ramirez and

Karen Smith

Benefits from a Green Infrastructure
3 A A Green Infrastructure is the TREE FACTS!
b2 1 vegg:at:ahd tar.eas Wlthmt our com- "If you plant a tree today on the west side of your
munity that improve stormwa- home, in 5 years your energy bills should be 3% less.
= 0 ter control, conserve water, and |, 15 years the savings will be nearly 12%# Dr. E.
«= improve water and air quality.  Greg McPherson, Center for Urban Forest Research
Trees play a huge role in the concept of a green . _ _ _ _
infrastructure, enabling us to benefit from them in Landscaping, especially with trees, can increase
many ways. They offer social, communal, enviro roperty values as mu_ch as 20. percent
, anagement Information Services/ICMA
mental, and economic development that each one

of us can make a contribution to and benefit from."Trees properly placed around buildings can reduce
Although you may not realize it, trees around us air conditioning needs by 30 percent and can save 20
effect our everyday lives. This occurs by altering - 50 percent in energy used for heating?' USDA For-
climates, absorbing pollutants (that impact our ~ €st Service

health), and improving water quality. Trees also «gne acre of forest absorbs six tons of carbon dioxide
produce oxygen, lower energy bills, and reduce  gnqg puts out four tons of oxygen. This is enough to
community flooding and skin exposure to UV raysmeet the annual needs of 18 peoplex"U.S. Depart-
Trees can even be used to break down harsh winment of Agriculture

ter winds and help reduce soil erosion.
Help Go Green. Plant a TREE!!!

http://www.arborday.org/TREES/benefits.cfm



