
80 YEARS OF CONSERVATION



DUST BOWL
1934 - 1937

• March, 1933 – There were 27 days 
in Perryton, Tx. that you could not 
see across Main Street

• School children were compelled to 
wear gauze masks provided by the 
Red Cross to prevent “dust 
pneumonia”.

• May, 1934 – Ships 300 miles offshore 
in the Atlantic reported dust 
settling on their decks

• US Weather Bureau reported that 
the dust at sea blew all the way 
from the Great Plains, 2,000 miles 
away



DUST  BOWL
1934 - 1937

• April 27, 1935 – President Roosevelt 
signs H.R. 7054 creating a Soil 
Conservation Service which is now 
known as the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service.

• Public Law 74-46 preamble states 
“the wastage of soil and moisture 
resources on farm, grazing, and forest 
lands of the nation, resulting from soil 
erosion, is a menace to the national 
welfare….”

• President Roosevelt asked ALL
governors to obtain passage “of 
legislation along the lines” of a model 
soil conservation law.

• Allowed a group of 25 or more land 
occupiers to form a conservation 
district, set up rules for use of land 
and “compel a uncooperative 
minority to comply where it is for the 
public good”.



Claunch-Pinto Soil and Water 
Conservation District

 September 17, 1941
 Noel Hibler and Benjamin H. Roberts presented an application for a certificate of 

organization for the Claunch-Pinto Soil and Water Conservation District signed by 
Jessie M. Gonzales, Secretary of State

 First Board of Supervisors
 J. W. Garrison (Elected Supervisor) – Chairman

 Ben H. Roberts (Appointed Supervisor) – Vice-Chairman

 Noel Hibler (Appointed Supervisor) – Secretary – Treasurer

 Sam Brown (Elected Supervisor) – Member

 W. F. Jones (Elected Supervisor) - Member



Claunch-Pinto Soil & Water Conservation District
Organized on September 17, 1941

 The District consists of 1,291,779 acres located in the southern part of 
Torrance County, the northeastern part of Socorro County, the 
northwestern part of Lincoln County and the southern tip of Valencia 
County.

 The District is composed of 88% private and State land.  The remaining 12% 
is land administered by the US Forest Service, the Bureau of Land 
Management and US Park Service.

 The District is governed by a board of five elected and two appointed 
supervisors.

 The District’s funding is obtained from four sources:
 State of New Mexico budget appropriation

 County mil levy taxation

 Grants

 County budget appropriation



BEGINNING
 1999 – Estancia Basin Regional Water Plan
 2002-Estancia Basin Watershed Health,  

Restoration, and    Monitoring Project (EBWHRM) 
Formed

 Grassroots collaboration of 4 SWCDs (Claunch-
Pinto, East Torrance, Edgewood, and Ciudad)

 Primary goals are to improve forest and 
watershed health while creating defensible space 
from wildfire



Eating the Elephant in Our Watersheds



ABO WATERSHED



Deer Canyon Preserves

Projects Funded by Funding from:
EMNRD – Forestry Division
NM Water Trust Board
NM Dept. of Home Land Security and                          

Emergency Management
FEMA Funding



Projects

Moho Trail Project

 Moho Trail Project
 Cost - $34,405.90
 Total Acres – 29 Acres

 Defensible Space

 Treatment Plan
 Remove all trees except majestic 

Piñon’s above the base canopy 
on both sides of the road to help 
reduce the fire danger along the 
road all other Piñon/Juniper trees
will be cut and removed.  Slash will 
be chipped. Chips will be 
scattered along the project area 
or removed. 



 Deer Canyon Trail Defensible 
Space
 Cost - $28,943.91
 19.73 Acres

 Defensible Space

 Treatment Plan
 Thin piñon/juniper 

immediately on the right of 
way along Deer Canyon trail 
50ft on each side of the road 
as indicated on the attached 
map to help reduce the fire 
danger along the road. Area 
will be thinned to a 20 square 
foot Basel area. Slash will be 
chipped.



 Deer Canyon Preserve Fire Break
 Cost - $7,210.50
 7.5 Acres
 Treatment Plan

 Hand cut/mechanically remove 
approximately 3 acres of heavy 
density piñon/juniper and 4.5 
Acres of Medium density 
piñon/juniper, thinning the first 100 
feet going from west to east an 
average 20 square feet basal 
area, thinning the second 100 feet 
from west to east an average 40 
square feet Basal area, thinning 
the third 100 feet from west to east 
an average 60 square feet basal 
area. as indicated on the 
attached map. Remove all dead 
and dying trees Slash shall be 
chipped and scattered away 
from the drip of the trees



 Deer Canyon Gate Project
 Cost – $58,995.00

 47.5 Acres

 Treatment Plan

 Hand cut approximately 47.5 
acres of piñon/juniper.  Area will 
be thinned to leave a clumpy 
looking land scape.  Area will 
be thinned to an average of 40 
Square feet basal area per 
acre.  Slash will be chipped. 



 The proposed project areas will 
connect with other thinning projects 
occurring in the upper watershed to 
help reduce possible flood scenarios 
affecting roads, homes, and drinking 
water to local communities that 
typically occurs following wildfire. The 
project will also help sustain local 
forest industry workers in an 
economically depressed rural area of 
NM. The cut trees from this project will 
be hauled by truck and sold as 
firewood and fence stays. Slash will be 
chipped through either mastication or 
industrial chipper and the wood chips 
will be left on the soil surface (less than 
2” depth). 

Proposed Project



Cain State Land Project
Cain State Land Project

Cost – $279,374.00
252 Acres
Treatment Plan

Contractor will hand cut and 
remove approximately 250 acres of 
Heavy density Piñon/Juniper, 
thinning to an average 30-40 
square feet basal area per acre. 
No pruning of the leave trees. 
Remove all dead and dying trees 
except trees left for wildlife, only 
two wildlife trees will be left per 
acre on this project. Ruts created 
by equipment and or vehicles will 
be repaired prior to final inspection 
of the project. Slash shall be 
chipped and scattered no greater 
than 2” Deep and away from the 
drip line of leave trees. 





EROSION ACCOMPLISHMENT

2013 2021



What we are told as children is that people when they 
walk on the land leave their breath wherever they go. 
So wherever we walk, that particular spot on the 
earth never forgets us, and when we go back to these 
places, we know that the people who lived there are in 
some way still there, and that we can actually 
partake of their breath and of their spirit.

Rina Swentzel, Santa Clara Pueblo

THANK YOU!


	Slide Number 1
	DUST BOWL�1934 - 1937
	DUST  BOWL�1934 - 1937
	Claunch-Pinto Soil and Water Conservation District
	Claunch-Pinto Soil & Water Conservation District�Organized on September 17, 1941
	BEGINNING
	Eating the Elephant in Our Watersheds
	ABO WATERSHED�
	Deer Canyon Preserves
	Projects
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	EROSION ACCOMPLISHMENT�
	Slide Number 18

